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The Commission’s recommendations focus
on assuring a professional police service in
Northern Ireland that meets the highest pos-
sible standards and that enjoys the support
of the community as a whole. The Commis-
sion’s approach draws on best practices from
other police forces, including those in the
United States. I am pleased that two distin-
guished Americans served on the Patten
Commission, and I commend Chris Patten
and all the members of the Commission for
their efforts.

Statement on the Convention
Concerning Safety and Health
in Mines
September 9, 1999

Today I am sending to the United States
Senate for advice and consent to ratification
International Labor Organization (ILO)
Convention Number 176, the ‘‘Convention
Concerning Safety and Health in Mines.’’ I
have previously submitted to the Senate ILO
conventions on employment discrimination
(Convention Number 111) and the worst
forms of child labor (Convention Number
182). Taken together, these steps dem-
onstrate the importance I place on the ILO’s
work and my commitment to work together
with labor and business interests through the
ILO to raise labor standards around the
world.

Mining has long been recognized as one
of the most dangerous jobs in the world.
Men, women—and sometimes even chil-
dren—are exposed to hazards that can claim
their lives or destroy their health. Mining
employs more than 30 million people world-
wide. Although that figure accounts for only
one percent of the world’s entire work force,
mining is responsible for about 8 percent of
fatal accidents at work, or around 15,000 per
year. Despite the considerable advances in
safety and health throughout this century,
mining remains one of the most hazardous
occupations worldwide.

In the United States, miners are protected
by a strong and effective Federal statute, en-
forced by the Mine Safety and Health Ad-
ministration in the Department of Labor. A
tripartite panel of American Government,

labor, and business representatives has re-
viewed the Convention and has concluded
that the United States can ratify Convention
176 without changing our laws or regulations.
But in other countries, miners may lack the
legal protections they need and deserve. I
urge the Senate to give its advice and consent
to ratification of this Convention, to help en-
sure safety and healthful working conditions
for miners the world over.

As an institution, the International Labor
Organization plays a vital role in our efforts
to put a human face on the global economy.
My administration, led by Secretary of Labor
Alexis M. Herman and joined by our partners
in labor and business, will continue to sup-
port the efforts of the ILO.

I look forward to working with the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and the Senate
leadership to advance Convention Number
176, and the other ILO conventions, toward
ratification.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Convention Concerning Safety
and Health in Mines

September 9, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification of the
Convention (No. 176) Concerning Safety and
Health in Mines, adopted by the Inter-
national Labor Conference at its 82nd Ses-
sion in Geneva on June 22, 1995, I transmit
herewith a certified copy of that Convention.

The report of the Department of State,
with a letter from the Secretary of Labor,
concerning the Convention is enclosed.

As explained more fully in the enclosed
letter from the Secretary of Labor, current
United States law and practice fully satisfies
the requirements of Convention No. 176.
Ratification of this Convention, therefore,
would not require the United States to alter
in any way its law or practice in this field.

Ratification of additional ILO conventions
will enhance the ability of the United States
to take other governments to task for failing
to comply with the ILO instruments they
have ratified. I recommend that the Senate
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give its advice and consent to the ratification
of ILO Convention No. 176.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 9, 1999.

Statement on the Situation
in East Timor
September 10, 1999

Let me address the deteriorating situation
in East Timor. I am alarmed by reports I
have just received of attacks on the United
Nations compound in Dili.

It is now clear that the Indonesian military
is aiding and abetting the militia violence.
This is simply unacceptable. The actions of
the Indonesian military in East Timor stand
in stark contrast to the commitments they
have given to the international community.

The Indonesian Government and military
must reverse this course to do everything
possible to stop the violence and allow an
international force to make possible the res-
toration of security.

Statement on House Action on
Corporation for National and
Community Service Appropriations
Legislation
September 10, 1999

I am deeply dismayed that the House has
passed an appropriations bill that includes no
funding for the Corporation for National and
Community Service. Since 1994, and with
broad bipartisan support, AmeriCorps has
given over 100,000 of our young people the
opportunity to serve community and country.
It has enabled Americans from every walk
of life to work together to revitalize our
neighborhoods and schools. The House’s ac-
tion sends exactly the wrong message to
young Americans who want to make a dif-
ference in their communities. I have said be-
fore, and say again now, that I will veto any

bill that inadequately funds AmeriCorps. But
I hope that we can work with Members of
Congress from both parties to restore full
funding for this vital program.

Memorandum on Continuation of
the Exercise of Certain Authorities
Under the Trading With the Enemy
Act
September 10, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–36

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Continuation of the Exercise of Certain
Authorities Under the Trading With the
Enemy Act

Under section 101(b) of Public Law 95–
223 (91 Stat. 1625; 50 U.S.C. App. 5(b) note),
and a previous determination made by me
on September 11, 1998 (63 Fed. Reg. 50455),
the exercise of certain authorities under the
Trading With the Enemy Act is scheduled
to terminate on September 14, 1999.

I hereby determine that the continuation
for 1 year of the exercise of those authorities
with respect to the applicable countries is in
the national interest of the United States.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority vest-
ed in me by section 101(b) of Public Law
95–223, I continue for 1 year, until Sep-
tember 14, 2000, the exercise of those au-
thorities with respect to countries affected
by:

(1) the Foreign Assets Control Regula-
tions, 31 CFR part 500;

(2) the Transaction Control Regulations,
31 CFR part 505; and

(3) the Cuban Assets Control Regulations,
31 CFR part 515.

The Secretary of the Treasury is author-
ized and directed to publish this determina-
tion in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton
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